
Carbon Reduction Plan
Sky Photography Simon & Karla | Northampton, Midlands Updated February 2026

Purpose

This document sets out our approach to understanding, measuring, and reducing the greenhouse
gas emissions generated by our wedding photography business. It sits alongside our
Sustainability Policy and will be updated annually.

Our Emissions Profile

Wedding photography produces a different pattern of emissions from most wedding suppliers.
We do not operate a venue, prepare food, or generate large volumes of physical waste. Our
footprint comes from four main areas, listed here in estimated order of impact.

1. Travel (Scope 1 — Direct Emissions)

Travel to and from weddings is our largest single source of carbon emissions. We currently use a
petrol/diesel vehicle for all wedding-day travel and site visits.

Factor Detail

Weddings per year 50+

Average round trip Approximately 50 miles (coverage within 30 miles of
Northampton)

Estimated annual wedding
mileage

2,500+ miles

Additional business mileage Venue visits, supplier meetings, equipment collection

Estimated total business mileage 3,000–3,500 miles per year

Estimated annual CO2 from
travel

1.0–1.5 tonnes
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This estimate is based on average emissions of approximately 170g CO2 per kilometre for a
typical diesel car. We will replace this estimate with measured figures once we conduct a formal
audit.

2. Energy Use (Scope 2 — Indirect Emissions from Electricity)

We work from a home studio. Business electricity use covers:

Editing workstations (high-performance computers running for extended periods)

External hard drives and NAS storage running continuously

Camera battery charging

Lighting, monitors, and general office equipment

We are on a green electricity tariff, which means our grid electricity is matched by renewable
generation. This substantially reduces our Scope 2 emissions in reporting terms, though we
recognise that green tariffs vary in their real-world impact and we continue to review our
provider.

3. Digital Infrastructure (Scope 3 — Indirect Emissions)

Our digital footprint includes:

Cloud storage and backup services — data centres consume electricity for servers and
cooling

Online gallery hosting — each wedding gallery is stored and served to clients via third-
party platforms

Website hosting — hosted by Krystal, a UK-based B Corp powered by renewable energy

Email, video calls, and business software — modest but non-zero

Scope 3 digital emissions are difficult to quantify precisely for a small business. We will seek to
estimate these as part of our formal carbon audit.

4. Equipment and Materials (Scope 3 — Embedded Emissions)

Camera bodies, lenses, computers, and accessories carry an embedded carbon cost from
manufacturing, shipping, and eventual disposal. We mitigate this by:

Buying secondhand equipment where practical

Selling equipment we no longer use rather than discarding it

Maintaining gear to extend its working life
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Recycling electronic waste through certified schemes

Our Baseline

We have not yet completed a formal carbon footprint audit using a standardised tool. Based on
our operational profile, we estimate our total annual business emissions at approximately 1.5 to
2.5 tonnes of CO2e, with travel accounting for the majority.

We commit to completing a formal baseline measurement by the end of 2027, using a
recognised methodology such as the UNFCCC Greenhouse Gas Calculator or an equivalent tool
appropriate for small businesses. This will give us verified figures across all three scopes and
allow us to set precise reduction targets.

Reduction Targets

Given our current estimates and the actions already underway, we set the following targets:

Target Timeframe How

Eliminate direct travel emissions By 2031 Transition to a fully electric
vehicle

Maintain zero-packaging delivery Ongoing Continue digital-only gallery
delivery

Maintain renewable electricity supply Ongoing Green tariff; investigate solar
panels

Complete formal carbon audit By end of
2027

Use recognised calculator tool

Reduce total emissions by at least 50% against
baseline

By 2031 Primarily through EV transition

Review and tighten targets annually Each January Based on measured data

• 
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The EV transition alone would eliminate our largest emission source. Combined with our
existing green energy tariff and digital-first delivery model, this would bring our operational
emissions close to the minimum achievable for a mobile photography business.

Actions Already Taken

These steps are already in place and contribute to our reduction pathway:

Action Impact Since

Ecologi partnership — 20 trees per booking Over 6,100 trees funded; 78+ tonnes
CO2e offset

May 2020

Digital-only gallery delivery Eliminates packaging, postage, USB
manufacturing

Ongoing

Online client consultations (Google Meet) Removes ~100 car journeys per year
(ours + couples')

Ongoing

Secondhand equipment buying and selling Reduces manufacturing demand;
extends product life

Ongoing

Local coverage focus (within 30 miles) Lower fuel use per wedding Ongoing

Green electricity tariff Scope 2 emissions reduced 2024

Green web hosting (Krystal, B Corp) Website runs on renewable energy Ongoing

Carbon Literacy Training (SWA / Carbon
Literacy Project)

Informed decision-making across the
business

March
2024

Planned Actions

Action Target Date Expected Impact

Research EV options and home charging
installation

2026–2027 Preparation for vehicle transition
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Action Target Date Expected Impact

Transition to electric or hybrid vehicle 2028–2031 Eliminates ~1.0–1.5 tonnes CO2 per
year

Formal carbon footprint audit By end of
2027

Enables precise target-setting

Investigate solar panel installation at home 2026–2027 Could further reduce Scope 2
emissions

Assess cloud storage providers for green
credentials

2026 Reduce Scope 3 digital emissions

Explore Sustainable Wedding Alliance
membership

2026 Access tools, accreditation, and peer
support

Our Position on Offsetting

We have invested in tree planting and carbon avoidance projects through Ecologi since 2020,
and we are proud of the scale of that commitment — over 6,100 trees across projects in Kenya,
Uganda, Madagascar, Brazil, and Colombia.

However, we do not treat offsetting as a substitute for reducing our own emissions. The science
is clear: the priority must be to cut emissions at source. Our Ecologi contribution is a
complement to direct action, not a way of avoiding it.

We will continue to fund reforestation and review the credibility of our offset projects annually.

Review and Accountability

This Carbon Reduction Plan will be reviewed and updated every January. Once baseline data is
available, we will publish year-on-year comparisons showing whether our emissions are falling
in line with our targets.

This document is publicly available on our website. We welcome scrutiny, questions, and
suggestions.
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Sky Photography — Northampton, Midlands skyphotography.co.uk

First published February 2026. Next review: January 2027.
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